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Contemplative meditations on his 

native Swedish landscape, Gunnar 

Norrman’s works transport the 

viewer with sweeping perspectives separate 

from the modern marking of time. Here, 

ancient churches emerge from foggy 

countrysides and morning brings the 

promise of bright vistas for those who take 

the time to stop and observe. 

A botanist by training, Norrman populates 

his works with the small details of nature 

our own untrained eyes may overlook. These 

features are not the clinical observations 

of the traditional scientific botanical print 

but offer quiet dignity to small life forms. 

Slansbuskar (Blackthorn Bushes, #445) shows 

prolonged study of spiky individual nubs 

which in turn merge into branches joining to 

imbue the large bush with movement. This 

thorny plant becomes surprisingly anthropomorphic in nature, reaching its 

way toward the stream bank on which it sits.

The detail seen in these small snapshots of nature ought to be at odds 

with the artist’s more expansive hazy landscapes. Instead, across these soft 

renderings, the landscape in the distance becomes tantalizingly close as a 

thick atmosphere of fog and mist rolling across the Scandinavian landscape. 

With close looking, soft and muted shapes make up lush hills and safe 

harbors which offer a dreamlike experience of the natural world.

Equipped with no greater artistic training than a single printmaking class, 

Norrman beautifully surveys light and atmosphere, lines and shade in 

his pieces. These assembled works on paper offer opportunity to closely 

consider our own perceptions of the natural world and man’s place within 

this environment. 

—SElENA SHAboT, June 2018

Cover:
Lomma Strand (Lomma Shore), 1955

Conté crayon
7 x 11"

All works are on paper  
unless otherwise noted.

Slanbuskar (Blackthorn Bushes), 1976
Drypoint, 41/100

6 x 7.75"
#445
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Cover:
Lomma Strand (Lomma Shore), 1955

Conté crayon
7 x 11"

All works are on paper  
unless otherwise noted.

Akrar I sno (Snowy Field), 1946
Lithograph, 5/20

12 x 19"
#28

Kyrkomuren (Church Wall), 1985
Pencil

4 x 5.5"
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Mork Strand (Dark Shore), 1981
Charcoal
12 x 15" 

Kvall Landskap (Evening Landscape), 1978
Charcoal
6 x 8.75"
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I Parken (In the Park), 1992
Charcoal 

18.25 x 14"

Two Tulips, 1978 
Conté crayon

8 x 6"
included with catalogue raisonné, edition 16 of 75 



6

I Lyktsken (In the Lamplight), 1943
Charcoal

12.5 x 16"

Heracleum (Heracleum), 1955
Lithograph, 20/20

4.5 x 7"
#115
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Ensamt Trad (Solitary Tree), 1980
Pencil

7.75 x 5.5"

Standmotiv med bot (Beach Scene with Boat), 1981
Charcoal

23.5 x 18.5"
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Sommarepilog (Summer Epilogue), 1978
Drypoint, 18/18

9.5 x 6.75"
#474

Sydlansk Morgon (Southern Morning), 1978
Drypoint, 11/13 (RK)

8.25 x 6.5"
#491

Backkron (Hill Crest), 1980
Drypoint, 14/20

4.25 x 5.5"
#519
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Vid Sjon (By the Lake), 1969

Pencil
8 x 10.75"

Fran Pyreneerna (From the Pyrenees), 1982
Pencil (EG)

5.5 x 8"

Baskiskt landskap (Basque Landscape), 1975
Pencil

5.75 x 8"
included with catalogue raisonné, edition 15 of 75 
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Appelkvist (Apple Branch), 1942
Pencil on board
10.5 x 15.75"

Ragaker (Rye Field), 1979
Pencil

5.5 x 7.75"



11Swedish artist Gunnar Norrman’s endeavors in 

art were complemented well by his pursuits of 

music and botany. He was a skilled draughstman, 

musician, and gardener. His delicate and subtle pencil and 

conté drawings and lithographs and drypoint etchings are 

like melodic compositions on the simple beauty of nature’s 

gifts. In 1979, he was awarded the Prince Eugen Medal by 

the King of Sweden for his outstanding illustrations found 

in Naturen I Våra Hjärtan, an anthology of poems. Greatly 

respected in his native Sweden, Norrman’s works were 

featured in the 1997 exhibition titled Modern Scandinavian 
Prints at the british Museum, london. He has also 

exhibited in the United States, Germany, Denmark, 

Switzerland, England, France, Japan, and Italy. His works 

are in the collections of the british Museum (london); 

the Nationalmuseum (Stockholm), and the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art (New York), among others. In 2003, 

a catalogue raisonné, Gunnar Norrman: The Complete 
Graphic Works, 1941-2001, was published by the  

Fitch-Febvrel Gallery in New York. Norrman died in 2005. 

Gunnar Norrman
BioGraPhy

Applen och paron (Apples and Pear), 1988
Pencil

7.75 x 5.25"
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Printed in the USA by Modern Postcard Trad I Landskap (Trees in Landscape), 1980
Charcoal
5.5 x 7.5"


