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 J ust before my 20th birthday, when I graduated from 

University, my work was driven by a post-adolescent 

Vietnam-era angst. I went to study with Leonard Baskin, 

himself a master at post-WWII angst. Although Lenny’s 

work was tormented, he surrounded himself with beautiful 

objects—an extensive collection of rare books, antiques, rugs, 

prints, drawings, paintings, sculpture, porcelain, and crystal. 

Coming from a working-class family in Brooklyn, it took me 

several months to see and appreciate the beauty in ordinary 

objects such as chairs or tables.

 At the age of 20 I faced a choice. Would I cultivate the 

dark side of myself or dedicate my life to beauty? Beauty 

and the search for it was unfashionable at the time. It still is. 

The art establishment likes tormented souls. But I decided 

to dedicate my life to the pursuit of beauty and to making 

paintings that are uplifting. Inspired by the American Barbizon 

school painters that Baskin collected, I discovered a passion 

for painting en plein air.

 At the age of 26 I quit my job and devoted myself to 

painting full time. I had $400 dollars. Oscar Wilde said, “I 

put my talent into my work. I put my genius into my life” 

and my greatest achievement has been to live my life as an 

artist without compromise. The climate in Boston was not 

conducive to painting outdoors; my search for a mild climate 

in which to live and devote myself to painting led me to 

the South of France. I went for an artist’s residency of three 

months and stayed for thirty-three years. 

 After painting small landscapes for ten years my friend 

and mentor, Jim Ritchie, suggested I try interiors. He was 

leaving for Italy for a week and gave me the keys to his 

apartment. He left a large bouquet of fresh lilies in a blue 

and white porcelain vase on the antique table. There was a 

Louis XIV mirror over the canapé and a view of the mountains 

through the window. My work took on a whole new dimension.

 My work has taken me to many exotic places to paint 

such as Israel, the Hunan in China, and Slovakia. Being raised 

in New York , I never lost my childhood fascination for the 

urban landscape. I have painted New York , Boston, London, 

Paris, Shanghai and Beijing, from the vantage point of 

bridges and rooftops, balconies and apartments. I have met 

people who have allowed me into their gardens and homes, 

into their lives.

 Since those early decisions, those deep commitments, my 

life has been a long exciting adventure. My work is like a diary, 

a witness to the places, people, homes, and countries I have 

known and the things I have seen that touch my heart.
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LOVe SeAT
Oil on canvas
39.25 x 28.75"

JH448 
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DININg RO OM MIRROR
Oil on canvas

35 x 21"
JH379
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DeCO JAR S
Oil on canvas

31.75 x 25.5"
JH774

ST.  PAUL HILL SIDe
Oil on canvas

13 x 16"
JH262
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SUMMeR WINDOW
Oil on canvas

25.5 x 21.25"
JH177

TeA HOUSe ON A L Ake
Oil on canvas

23.5 x 19.5"
JH742
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  A  Ne W ARR ANgeMeNT
Oil on canvas

31.75 x 25.5"
JH175
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CHAMONIX
Oil on canvas

15 x 18"
JH437

LO OkINg DOWN FROM MASADA
Oil on canvas

15 x 18.25"
JH633

VIe W FROM J IM’S  HOUSe
Oil on canvas

31.5 x 25.5"
JH196
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AIgUILLe  DU gOûTeR (CHAMONIX)
Oil on canvas

23.5 x 23.5"
JH728

THe gL ACIeR (gL ACIeR De S BOSSONS)
Oil on canvas

23.5 x 23.5"
JH727
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SILVeR
Oil on canvas

21 x 25.75"
JH770

OR ANge PHONe
Oil on canvas

31.5 x 25.5"
JH195
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YeLLOW IRISe S
Oil on canvas

32 x 25.75"
JH220
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ROSe S
Oil on canvas

28.5 x 39"
JH447
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VeNe TIAN MIRROR
Oil on canvas

32 x 23.5"
JH387
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WISTeRIA  
Oil on Canvas

39.5 x 28.75"
JH245
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WINTeR
Oil on canvas
21.75 x 18.25"

JH153

LONeLY TRee
Oil on canvas

17.75 x 21.5"
JH593



LOVeR S
Oil on canvas

21.5 x 18.5"
JH740

PROVeNCAL gARDeN (V ILL A ROMARINe ,  CAP FeRR AT)
Oil on canvas

21.5 x 18"
JH732
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 J effrey Hessing was born in Brooklyn, 

New York and moved to the medieval 

village of Vence, France in 1980. His 

vivid landscapes and interiors from 

France convey the intensity of the region’s 

color and light , as well as the passionate 

way in which inhabitants of Provence 

savor every aspect of life. Currently 

Hessing resides in Zhujiajiao Shanghai, 

China, an ancient water village which he describes as 

magical. From France to China and places in between, 

Hessing’s work diarizes his life in brilliant color. Painting 

on rooftops, from bridges, or from wilderness perches 

have turned his plein-air painting into 

an adventure. His extensive travels for 

exhibitions have provided exotic subjects 

for landscapes, interiors, cityscapes, 

and accumulated objects. A student 

of American sculptor and printmaker 

Leonard Baskin, Hessing is also strongly 

influenced by the Fauvist palette and 

their wildly expressive techniques. While 

Hessing has exhibited extensively throughout France, he 

has also exhibited in China, Hong kong, Monaco, South 

korea, Switzerland, Slovakia, england, and has shown at 

Pucker gallery for more than 30 years. 
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(MY MIND’S )  TeRR ACe
Oil on canvas

29 x 39.25"
JH378
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dAtes:
13 october through 25 november 2018

oPeninG recePtion: 
13 october 2018, 3:00 pm  to 6:00 pm

the public is invited to attend.  

  

PUCkeR gALLeRY

240 Newbury Street , 3rd floor

Boston, MA 02116

Phone: 617.267.9473

e-mail: contactus@puckergallery.com

Please visit www.puckergallery.com 

to view current and past exhibition 

catalogues and subscribe to the 

Artwork of the Week e-mail list ..

gALLeRY HOURS:

Monday through Saturday  

10:00 am to 5:30 pm

Sunday 10:30 am to 5:00 pm

Pucker gallery is a member of the 

Boston Art Dealers Association 

and the New england Appraisers 

Association.
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OPeN WINDOW  
Oil on canvas

28.75 x 36"
JH471

Front cover: 
A  geNTLe CIT Y

Oil on canvas
38 x 50.75”

JH778


